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• The U.S. Census Bureau is the federal government’s largest 
statistical agency.

• We conduct more than 130 censuses and surveys each 
year, including 

- The Decennial Census – the once-a-decade population 
and housing count of all 50 states

- The American Community Survey – the ongoing annual 
survey of the nation’s population 

- The Economic Census – the official five-year measure 
of American business

• Our mission is to serve as the leading source of quality 
data about America’s people, places, and economy. 

About the Census Bureau Decennial Population 

and Housing Census

Every 10 years

Economic Census

Every 5 years

Census of Governments

Every 5 years

American Community Survey

Annual

Annual Retail Trade

Annual

Plus more than 130

demographic and economic 

surveys every year
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• Census Bureau Economic Surveys are a key source for official statistics companies can use: 

– Monthly and Quarterly are small sample surveys that provide the most TIMELY data available

– Annual surveys have larger samples and provide the most up-to-date TREND data available

– Every 5 years, the Economic Census measures all businesses and provides the most COMPREHENSIVE data available 

• These surveys set the standard for U.S. economic statistics, and are fueled by the data provided by individual businesses

Monthly 
and Quarterly 

Surveys

Annual Surveys

Economic Census – Every 5 years

Census Economic Surveys
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About the Economic Census 

• The U.S. Census Bureau measures the nation’s population once 
every 10 years. It also measures U.S. businesses every 5 years 
with the Economic Census

• The next Economic Census will be conducted in the second 
quarter of 2018. Companies report their 2017 year-end numbers

• Response is required by law

• Responses are confidential. Company data is used for statistical 
purposes only. The Census Bureau is required by law to keep 
your information private and secure

• Response is required online. This reduces the time needed for 
completion, improves accuracy, and provides significant cost 
savings for taxpayers

• Results from the Economic Census are free and available to 
guide business decisions and policy-making



U.S. Census Bureau Briefing  |  March 2018  |  6

CBB 2.3 
Demo

Guiding Principles
▪ Easy to use

▪ Customer focused

▪ Provide access to Census data 
and more
▪ USDA & third party

▪ Leverage existing Census 
investments
▪ Esri, API

▪ Use latest technology
▪ Cloud

▪ Provide for free

CBB Home Page
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
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Q & A and Thank You!

Contact me at:

andrew.w.hait@census.gov

(301)763-6747


